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CHAPTER .I 
INTRODUCT ION 
The deve lopment o f  Jordan te l ev i s i on began in 
1 9 6 4 . Faruk A .  Jarrar , in his book , T e l evis i on iri 
Jordan , a S hort His tory ,  gave a brie f gene r a l  overview o f  
t e levis ion i n  Jordan unt i l  1 9 7 0 . He s aid that t e l e v i s ion 
in Jordan , a s  in many other deve loping countr ie s , is a 
recent med i a  o f  mas s  communication and that broad ca s ting 
fac i l i t i e s  are government owned and operated as a general 
ru le ( Jarrar 1 9 7 0 ) . 
Jordan TV wa s o f fi c i a l ly inaugurated by His 
Ma j e s ty King Hus s ein on 2 7  Apr i l  1 9 6 8 . The corp�ration's 
programs are v arie d , s upply ing news , in format ion , 
entertainment , and educ ation . Jordan's s a t e l l i t e  e arth 
s tation was inaugurated on 2 9  May 1 9 7 2  ( Gre s s  1 9 7 3 ,  30} . 
I n  April 1 9 7 4  Jordan Te lev i sion ( JTV ) introduc ed c o l or 
for the fir s t  t ime . With the incre a s ed viewing over the 
pa s t  fifteen y e ar s , there has been a remarkab le inc r e a s e  
in tran smis s ion power throughout the country . I n  1 9 8 0  
came the introduc tion o f  E lec tronic News Gathering ( ENG} 
equipme nt which is u s e d  to cover a l l  loc a l  news a s  we l l  
a s  ma j or internat iona l con ferenc e s  ( Al Khteeb 1 9 83 ,  1 ) . 
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Since 1 9 6 8  Jordan Te l evision has  begun 
transmitting children ' s  programs , beginning with one- hal f 
hour o f  c artoo� films . During 1 9 7 5 - 7 6  children's 
programs e s tablished independence and were provide d  with 
s upe rvisors , author s , produce r s , and director s ( Ennab 
19 8 8 ) .  
The t e levision s creen is recogni z e d  a s  an 
important medium for transmitting in formation to be 
received through th� human s e n s e s of hearing and s eeing . 
As s uch it h a s  become an educational r e s ourc e . Th e 
program c a l l e d  " Al Manaahil " is a recently deve loped 
children ' s  program , and combine s educ ation and 
entertainment , co lor fu l  gr aphic s , game s , and a c t i o n  
footage o f  loc a l e s  i n  the Arab world ( Al Urdun 1 9 8 7, 8 ) . 
Thi s  re s e ar c h  is de signed to determine whe ther 
this program h a s  a mea surab le e f fe c t  on children ' s  s kil l s  
in s pe l ling and reading Modern S tandard Arabic ( MS A )  . 
S ta tement o f  Purpo s e  
T e l evision is considered t o  b e  one o f  the mo s t  
important in formation media availab l e  in Jordan and is 
considered an e f fe c tive s ource of in formation and 
knowledge in both the school and the home . This s tudy is 
de signed to t e s t  the a s s umption that there is some e f fe c t  
of  children's programs i n  JTV upon childre n . 
Specific a l ly , this s tudy wil l  inve s tigate the e f f e c t  o f  a 
program c a lled " A l  Manaahil " on spe l ling and r e ad i ng 
s ki l l s  o f  children b e tween the age s o f  s ix and ten . 
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The re�e arch wil l  te s t  the fo l lowing hypothe s e s : 
1 .  There is no di f ference in the s pe l l ing s kil l 
o f  the children who viewed Se lected epis ode s o f  " A l  
Manaahil " and tho s e  children who did not view the 
episode s .  
2 .  Ther e  is no dif ference between ma l e  and 
fema le re s u l t s  in s p e l ling skil l .  
3 .  The r e  is no dif ferenc e in oral r e ading s kil l 
of  children who viewed s e l e cted epis ode s o f  " A l  Manaahil " 
and tho s e  children who did not view the episode s .  
4 .  Ther e  is no dif fe rence be tween ma le and 
fema le r e s u l t s  in re ading skil l . 
Origin and Jus tification o f  the S tudy 
S tudents in Jordan are regarded a s  b eing weak in 
writing ( spe l ling ) and reading Modern S tandard Arabic . 
This comp l aint is voiced by the s tudent's parent s and 
teacher s .  
Without reading skil l s , learning is di f ficu l t  in 
s choo l . I n  the Arab Wor ld TV is avail ab le in many 
home s . A s p e cia l TV program such a s  " A l  Manaahi l " may be 
suitab l e  for teaching children spe l ling and reading o f  
Modern S t andard Ar abic . 
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" A l  Manaah i l "  take s advantage o f  te l ev i s i o n, a s  a 
powe r fu l , attract ive communic ation tool, t e l ev i s ion, to 
contribu te to the deve l opment of reading and wri ting 
ski l l s . Chi ldren ' s  TV programs in Jordan are s ti l l  very 
new . At thi s t ime, more peop le are becoming aware o f  TV 
and the ro le that i t  can p l ay in soc i e ty . 
" A l  Manaah i l " i s  a recently deve loped s e r i e s  o f  
s ixty- f ive one - ha l f hour te levi s ion s hows, the over a l l  
a im o f  whi c h  i s  to appl y  a vari e ty o f  technique s and 
approache s to the teaching of reading through the medium 
o f  te levi sion ( Al Manaah i l, 1 9 8 6 , 1 ) . 
Jordan h a s  achieved the s tage where mo s t  chi ldren 
o f  s choo l  age are attending s choo l . 
Thi s s tudy examine s  the e f fe c t  o f  " Al Manaahil" 
on c h i l dren ' s  ability to spe l l  and read Modern S t andard 
Arabi c  ( MSA ) . 
P e r s onal Experience 
The r e s e archer taught_phy s i c a l  educ a t i on and 
coached s ports in high s choo l . S tudents in the high 
schoo l age group found TV intere s ting and l earned much 
from .TV about sport s . A l s o, they gathe red more 
in forma t i on from TV than from other sourc e s . This 
created an intere s t  in TV as a teaching med i um . 
The introduction o f  a new TV serie s progr am, "Al 
Manaahil , "  provided an opportunity to do some o r i g i n a l  
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re s e arch in the e f fe c t ivene s s  o f  such a prog r am . Viewing 
the epi s ode s o f  this program created intere s t  i n  
as s e s s ing the educational e f fe c t  of  " A l  Mana ah i l "  o n  
children , the focus o f  th i s  s tudy . 
Other Re s e arch that Jus tifie s the S tudy 
Rec ent r e s e arch has examined the e f f e c t  o f  TV on 
chi ldren in the .s ix - to- ten age group . 
I n  the U n i t e� S tate s , a number o f  s tudie s have 
reported e f fe c t s  of TV on chi ldren . I n  Jordan and o ther 
Arab countr i e s ,  s tud i e s  .are not read i ly ava i l ab l e . 
I nterviews are o ften the only . s ource o f  informat i on . 
However ,  the ex i s t ing i n formation from s tud i e s  i n  the 
United S ta t e s  shows that s tudy in Jordan and o the r  Arab 
countrie s may be j u stif i e d . 
A s tudy done in the Uni ted S tate s showed tha t  
children d o  n o t  attend t o  everything o n  TV . P a u l  
Zuckerman and others conduc ted a s tudy o f  1 1 2  c h i ldren- -
3 5  s e c ond grade r s , 5 1  third graders , and 2 6  fourth 
grader s  ranging in age from 7 . 5  to 1 0 . 5  y e ar s . The aim 
o f  the s tudy was to te s t  children ' s  recognition memory o f  
comme rcia l s . The re s u l t s  found attention t o  te l evi s ion 
commercia l s  wa s not high . The average proport i on o f  
children who we re atte nding during the prog r ams was 
higher than during the commercia l s  ( Z uckerman , Ziegler 
and S tevenson 1 9 7 8 , 9 6 - 1 0 4 ) .  This sugge s t s  that c h i ldren 
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may be s e l e c t i ve in viewing , a factor which could a f fe c t  
outcome s in a n y  s tudy . 
D an i e l  R. Andre sen and others-condu c t e d  a s tudy 
on the e f fe c t  of TV program comprehens ibility on 
pre schoo l children ' s  vi sual attention to t e l ev i sion . The 
re s u l t  s howed that for pre schoo ler s , vi s u a l  attention was 
gre ater in the pre s en c e  o f  immediate dia logue . A 
signific ant inc r e a s e - in vi sual attention oc curred with 
age . There was no main e f fect o f  s ex o f  viewer or 
interact ion with sex on the variab l e s  s tudied ( Andre sen 
et a l . 1 9 8 1 , 1 5 1 - 7 ) . Thi s  would sugge s t  that attention 
would not be a probl em for the s tudent in e leme ntary 
schoo l . 
Me sbah Al Khero and Hashim Al S ame raee conduc ted 
a s tudy in Baghdad on the e f fe c t  o f  the TV program " I ftah 
ya S imisum , "  on childre n . The program combined attention 
holding tactic s ( e . g . fast movement , humo r , s l aps t i ck and 
animation ) with care ful ly p l anned educ ationa l curricu lum 
de signed to fo s t e r  skil l s  such a s  recognition o f  the 
lette r s  of the a lphabet , recognition of number s, ·  s imp le 
counting ability , voc abu lary , and scienc e concept s . 
Other ob j e c t ive s o f  the program were inte l le c tua l and 
cul tural deve l opment . The re sult o f  this s tudy s howed 
that the ave rage of an swering the que s tion s  in the " po s t­
te s t " wa s inc re a s ed from the " pre-te s t "  in a l l  areas 
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inc luded in th i s  program ( A l  Khero and Al S amer a e e  1 9 8 7 , 
2 7 - 6 0 ) . Th i s  s ugge s t s  that educ ational programs may 
support chi ldren's l e arning . 
Khaw l a  D abba s ,  i n  her s tudy , " Patterns and H�b i t s  
o f  Viewing Te l ev i s ion b y  Jordanian Chi ldren , "  wa s 
concerned w i th patterns and hab i t s  o f  v i ewing te l e v i s ion 
on many Jorda n i an c h i ldren and the e f fec t  of s ex , age , 
and achievement on the amount o f  viewing te l evi s ion . The 
re s e arch found that the amount of v i ewing inc r e ase s with 
age , however s ex had no e f fect on the amount of v i ewing . 
Chi ldren tend to v i ew te l e v i s ion from 5 : 3 0 P . M .  up to 
8 : 0 0 P . M .  The programs whi ch 7 0  percent o f  c h i l dren 
viewed were broad c a s t  duri ng thi s  period . The s tudy a l s o  
ind ic ated that a h i gh perc entage o f  chi ldren at s ix-to­
e ight years l ik e  to s e e  c ar toons . Thi s perc entag e  
decre a s e s  a s  age inc re a s e s  whi le the percentage o f  
viewing c u l tura l programs increased with age . A l s o, 
r e s u l t s  s howed that the boys Liked to v i ew f i lms about 
youth and sport s and news programs whi l e  g i r l s  l iked to 
view c artoon f i lms ( Dabb a s  1 9 8 0 , 8 1 - 2 ) . 
The s tudy o f  " I ftah ya S imi s im "  shows that an 
educ a t i onal TV program may have an educ ation a l  impact on 
chi ldren . The s tudy by Khawla Dabb a s  c l ari f i e s  the 
televis ion v i ew i ng intere s t s  o f  chi ldren in Jordan . 
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The four s t udi e s , two conduc ted in the Uni ted 
State s and two in Arab nations, sugge s t  that t e l ev i s i on 
i s  a high- intere s t  medium for chi ldren and that 
educationa l te l ev i s ion programs may s e cure a de s i red 
educ ationa l outcome . 
Procedure s 
I nve s t i gation o f  Re s e arch Re s ource s  
The fo l lowing sources we re surveyed t o  de termine 
if any previous s tud i e s  had been undertaken to e x amine 
the e ffe c t  of TV on ch i l dren : 
Di s s e rtation Ab s trac t s, 1 9 6 2  to date, s ec t ions on 
ma s s  communica t i on and educ ation, Un iver s i ty 
Mic rofi lms I nternat iona l .  ( Both Eng l i sh and 
Arab i c  Edi t i on s ) 
· 
Dis s ertation Ab s tracts I nte rnationa l, 1 9 7 2 - 8 3 , 
s e c t i ons on ma s s  communi c at ion and educ a t ion, 
Unive r s i ty Mic ro f i lms I nternat i ona l .  
ERIC on CD ROM, a computeri z ed s e arch b a s ed on 
te l ev i s i on in education and re l ated top i c s .  
Handbook on Re s e arch on Teaching, 3 rd ed . ( 1 9 8 6 ) ,  
Mer l i n  C .  Wittrock, editor, Macmi l l an Pub l i s h i ng 
Company . 
I ndex to Journa l s  in Communication S tudies, 
Through 1 9 8 5, Ronald J .  Mat lon, ed . ,  S p e e c h  
Commun i c at i on As s oc iat ion . 
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Other s ourc e s  examined inc lude indexe s  o f  current 
j ourna l  l i te r ature and recent edit ions of r e l at e d  
j our?a l s, a c ompu t e r i z ed s e arch o f  mater i a l s in t h e  
B r i g g s  l ibrary a t  S outh Dakota S tate Unive r s i ty and a 
s e arch at the Un iver s i ty o f  Jordan . 
The e x amination revea led no s tudi e s  o f  the 
educ a t i ona l e f fe c t  of the program, " Al Mana ah i l . " A 
numbe r  o f  s tud i e s  o f. the educ ationa l impac t o f  t e l ev i s ion 
programs on s c hoo l - age chi ldren are reviewed in the 
rev i ew- of l i t e r a ture . 
Me thod of Gathering Data 
The s tudy was conduc ted in Augu s t  1 9 8 8 . A r andom 
s amp le o f  2 4 0  e ight-year- o ld ma le and fema l e  e l ementary 
s choo l s tuden t s  from schoo l s  in the c i ty of I rb id wa s 
s e l e c ted for the s tudy . S tudents we re in the third 
grade . An e xp e r ime nta l  method, the po s tt e s t-only c ontro l 
group des ign, wa s u s ed in thi s  s tudy . 
I n  exp e r imental re s e arch, the re s e archer contro l s  
the va lue of the i ndependent var iab l e . Thi s  de s ign i s  
appropriate f o r  th i s  s tudy because the re s e archer can 
contro l the v a l ue s of the independent var i ab l e  by 
randomly a s s i gn i ng chi ldren as an experime n t a l  group and 
a contro l  group . Mo s t  expe r iments invo lve random 
a s s ignment . To s e c ure random s e l e c t ion, educ at iona l 
re s earch mu s t  e l ic it con s ent and cooperation from 
pr inc ipa l s , teachers , parents , and s tude nt s . Thi s  the 
re s e archer has done in her s tudy (Vi e rra and P o l l o c k  
1 9 8 8 , 7 2 - 7 3 ) . 
Po s s ib l e  Contr ibutions 
1 0  
Thi s  propo s e d  s tudy o f fers contributions to tho s e  
who are in charge o f  chi ldren ' s  programs . I t  may 
encourage them to incre a s e  the number o f  such program s  
and perhap s e ncourage them t o  make s imi l ar program s  for 
other age group s of chi ldren . I t  may make parent s fe e l  
that the t ime spent watching the s e  TV programs i s  we l l  
spent . Te ache r s  may f i nd the TV programs he l p  c h i ldren 
with the i r  s choo l  work becau s e  i t  re i n force s  what they 
are l e arning in s choo l . Watching educ at iona l TV programs 
may make c h i ldren more e ager to contr ibute in format ion in 
c l a s s . Thi s s tudy might contr ibute to the future o f  
Uni ted S tate s Agency for I nternational Deve lopmen t  
( USAID ) educ a t i on a l  programs in gearing programs t o  
spec i f ic countr i e s  b y  hav ing them fi lmed a n d  prepared in 
tho s e  countr i e s . 
CHAPTER I I  
REVIEW O F  RELATED LI TERATURE 
The l i terature re l ated to the u s e  of te l evi s ion 
as an irts tructional medium is extens ive . Numerou s 
stud i e s  examined clos ed-circu i t  te levi s ion s y s t em s  of 
instructi on . Other s  s tudied the impact of programs a i r e d  
o n  pub l ic te l evi s ion . Other s  used TV ver s ions of fi lms 
to supp lement r e gu l ar cour s e  mater i a l . Howev e r, the 
re search comp i l e d  in the Handbook of Re search on 
Te aching, Third E d i t i on, conc lude s that d iffe rence s 
di scovered in the various s tudie s may have r e s u l te d  from 
the d iffe rence s i n  content pre s ented rather than from the 
use of te levi s i on ( Wittrock 1 9 8 6 ) . 
Difference s have been ob s e rved, however .  The 
l i te ratur e prov ide s a number of examp l e s  of the 
succe s sfu l u s e  of t e l ev i s ion instruct ion in the 
e l ementary c l a s s room . 
The nature of t e l ev i s ion make s i t  a u s efu l 
educat iona l too l . Re s e archers in Jordan indicate that 9 0  
percent of the i nformat ion which can be transmi tted and 
rece ived through the human s e n s e s  of hearing and s ee ing 
can a l s o  be tran smi tted through the te lev i s ion screen 
1 2  
( Hi j a z i i and othe r s  1 9 8 7, 2 9 1 ) . Te lev i s ion ' s  abi l i ty to 
provide both vi s u a l  and audible s t imul i  and to show 
movem�nt make it parti c u l a r ly we l l - sui ted for 
tran smitting i nformat ion about the dynamic proc e s s e s  of 
ac t ion and transfo rma tion , and about space . The 
p�edomi nance of vi sua l mot ion a l s o  s u i t s  t e l evi s io n  to 
the mental ab i l i t i e s  of the young chi l d  ( Gree nfie ld 1 9 8 4 , 
2 5 ) . Re s e arch e r s  i ndic ate that movement c an he lp 
chi ldren l e arn b e c au s e  i t  attrac t s  the ir attent ion to the 
screen . I t  a l s o  a i d s  l e arning by mak ing i nformat ion 
about ac t i on e a s i er to remember ( Greenfie ld 1 9 8 4, 2 5 -
2 6 ) . A v�s u a l  pre s entat ion which doe s not inc lud e  
movement may be le s s  u s efu l . I n  Sweden , for examp l e , 
where s k i l l s - re l ated mater i a l  was narrated w i th a p i c ture­
book format , chi ldren s ai d  that they pre ferred movement , 
making comments , " it ' s no fun unl e s s  i t  move s "  
( Greenfie ld 1 9 8 4 , 2 5 ) . 
Rec e n t  r e s earch has  begun to exami ne both the 
re l ationship betwee n  language on te levi s ion and 
deve lopmen t  of l anguage in gene ral and the process ing of 
informat ion re ce ived through t e l evi s ion . Attention and 
memory have b e e n  the focus of s tudy ( Berger and Cha ffe e 
1 9 8 7' 6 3 1 ) . 
Re s e arch sugge s t s  that young chi ldren unde r s t and 
more about te lev i s ion than wa s previou s ly thought . 
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Competenc i e s  re l a ted to under s tanding are b a s ed as muc h 
on exp e r ience and knowl edge of telev i s ion a s  on the 
a s sumed l imi t s  of chi ldren ' s  deve lopment a l  s tage s . With 
the s e  new i n s i gh t s  h a s  come a new intere s t  i n  c on s ider ing 
te lev i s ion v i ew i ng as a s upp lement to studi e s  of 
�ntrap e r s ona l proc e s s ing ( Berger and Chaffee 1 9 8 7 , 632 -
33) . I ntrape r s on a l  proce s s i ng i s  a s ign ifi c ant fac tor in 
the use of t e l ev i s i on in educ at ion . 
The new intere s t  in such re s earch h a s  a l s o  been 
encouraged by pub l ic conc ern about education and 
governmental p o l i c y . Two broad c ategor i e s  of current 
re s e arch have been ident ified , me s s age proc e s s ing and 
effect s  of me s s age content . Me s s age proce s s i ng re l at e s  
t o  me s s age s truc tur e , mental repr e s entation o f  symbo l s , 
proce s s ing of narrative , attention , comprehen s ion , and 
unde r s t anding . Me s s age content dea l s  with effec t  of 
program content , v i o l e nc e , adve rt i s ing , news , s exual 
theme s , and educ a t i on a l  content ( Be rger and Chaffe e  1 9 8 7 , 
632 -33 ) . 
Re s e arch ha s recogn i z ed other factor s of· 
intere s t . F i r s t , i t  has  been we l l- e stab l i s hed that the 
manner i n  whi c h  te l ev i s ion pre s ents its mat e r i a l  i s  
unique , not the c ontent . Another s ignific ant c onc l u s ion 
is that react ion to t e l evi s ion varie s not only b e twe en 
c h i ldren but a l s o  w i thin the chi ld over t ime ( Be rger and 
H�l Tr-.1 f.� � .. . ; L·..::--;,,:;y 
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Chaffee 1 9 8 7 , 6 3 2 - 3 3 ) . Wh i l e  such f indings c omp l i c at� 
the s tudy o f  the u s e  o f  te lev i s ion i n  the proc e s s  o f  
educ�t ion , s tudie s  do s how that 6are ful ly p l anned 
programming can produce u s e fu l  educa t i ona l outcome s .  
Educa t i ona l Us e s  o f  Te l ev i s ion 
in the United S tate s 
Four s tud i e s  i n i t i ated in the Uni ted S tate s are 
repr e s e ntative o f  the d i rect ion be ing fo l lowed i n  the 
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inve s t igat ion of the impac t of te l ev i s ion on l e arning and 
educ ational progre s s  o f  pre- schoo l and schoo l - age 
chi ldren . 
A . s tudy by S teve ns on , Z uckerman , and Z i e g l e r  at 
the Unive r s i ty of Mich igan examined the re spon s e· of 1 1 2  
second , third , and fourth grade chi ldren to e ight 
randomly- s e l e c ted te lev i s ion commerc i a l s . The 
comme rc i a l s  were pre s e nted wi thin the usual program 
context . The s tudy found that ( 1 )  the ave rage proportion 
o f  chi ldren who we re attending during the program s  was 
h igher than duri ng the comme rc i a l s ; ( 2 )  attention 
decre a s ed w i th inc re a s i ng age both to the program and to 
the comme rc i a l s ; ( 3 )  no s ex d i f ferenc e s  were ob s e rved 
among the re s pon s e s  of the chi ldren ; ( 4 )  dif f e r e nc e s  were 
noted in the proport ion of chi ldren attending to the 
various comme rc i a l s , w i th some commerc i a l s  muc h  more 
effec t ive in c aptur ing chi ldren ' s  attent ion than other s ;  
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and ( 5 )  children had a difficu l t  time d i s c rimina ting 
segment s  of c ommercial s  that had j u s t  been pre s ented from 
s imil ar material which had not appeared ( Zucke rman , 
Zie g l e r , and S teven s on 1 9 7 8 , 9 6 - 1 0 4 ) . Whi l e  the s tudy 
was not conc e rned with retention of mate ria l pr�s ented in 
te l evision programs , it doe s  demons trate tha t  c hi ldren do 
attend to non - c ommercia l port ions of program c ontent , a 
pre - requisite for educ ationa l  effec t .  
A 1 9 8 2  s tudy by A l termen examined the effec t s  of 
te l evision upon r eading achievement of s eventh- g r ade 
s tudent s .  More s pecific a l ly , the re searche r r e l a ted 
achieved re ading s kil l s  to the amount of time s pe nt 
viewing t e l evision . The re s earch found that b e low 
ave rage reader s  watched 2 4 . 4 1  hour s per wee k , average 
reader s  watched 2 7 . 2 6 hours per week , and above average 
reader s watched 2 0 . 4 1  hours weekly . The re s e archer 
conc luded that there was s ome effect of te l ev i sion 
viewing on re ading achievement .  Howeve r ,  the diffe rence 
which was consis tent wa s the difference be twee n  the be low­
ave rage and the above- ave rage reader s .  No a t t empt was 
made to evaluate the program content ob s e rved by the 
s tudents ( Al te rman 1 9 8 4 ) . 
A s tudy by Car l Tomlin son in 1 9 8 2  s tudied the 
pos sib l e  differe nc e s  which expo sure to different 
pre s entation media wou ld have on writing abi lity . Three 
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groups o f  thirty randomly s e l ec ted f i fth-grade s tude n t s  
from a s outhwe s t  Georg i a  s choo l sys tem wer e  pre s ented 
l i te rary material via te l evi s ion, oral pre s en t a t ion, and 
print . A s s e s sment found no s igni f i cant d i f fere n c e  i n  
qua l i ty o f  wr i t i ng or compo s i tion length among the 
group s . However , more s t atements based on textu a l  o r  
narrative content s t imu l u s  stor i e s  appeared a fter the 
te levi s ion s t imu l i . Toml i n son drew two conc l u s i o n s  
re l evant to t h e  current s tudy . (1 ) T e l ev i s ion c an be an 
e f fe c t ive med i um for pre s ent ing l i te r ary work s  as wr i t ing 
s t imu l i . ( 2 )  Te l e v i s ion may be more e f fective than 
independent r e ad ing for l e arning in impre s s i ng s t imu l i­
story textu a l  or narrat ive content on stude nts for l ater 
use in  compo s i ng the i r  own s to r i e s  ( Toml i nson 1 9 8 2 ) . 
An e ar l ier s tudy o f  the u s e  o f  t e l ev i s i on for 
teaching reading showed that telev i s ion cou l d  be an 
e f fe c t ive i n s tru c t ional technique . In 1 9 6 1, Richard 
Carner introduc e d  a c lo s ed c i rcu i t  te lev i s ed r e ad ing 
program for a l l  f i fth and s ixth grade pupi l s  o f  the 
Cort land pub l ic s choo l s . Comparisons were made o f  the 
reading achie vemen t  of superi or, average, and b e low 
average re aders . The fo l lowing re s u l t s  were noted . ( 1 )  
Supe r i or reader s  made sma l l e r  gains in  reading fo l l owing 
the te levi s ed read i ng than were made under re gu l ar 
c l a s sroom i n s truc tion the previous year . ( 2 )  Ave r age 
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reader s  ga ined about the s ame under both cond i t i ons . 
( 3 )  Be low ave rage readers made s ignifi c an t l y  greater 
gains fo l lowing the te lev i s ion ins truction than w i th 
normal c la s s room i n s truc t ion . ( 4 )  Comprehe n s i on wa s 
increa s e d  s ignif i c antly in the second year . ( 5 )  Att i tude 
toward reading improved among tho s e  who had i nd i c ated a 
negative toward read i ng . ( 6 )  Superior reader s  r e c e iv ing 
a l l  forma l r e ad i ng i n s truc t ion through te l ev i s ion made 
gains i n  read i ng eqtial to another group of s uper ior 
readers who r e c e ived regu l ar ins truc tion . (7 ) A t t i tude s 
of teache r s  were general ly pos it ive toward the t e l ev i sed 
ins truc t ion in r e ad i ng ( Carner 1 9 6 1 ) . The s tudy provide s 
further evidence that te l ev i s ion can be a u s eful. 
ins truc t iona l medi a  for the teaching of read ing . 
The s tud i e � c i ted of r e s e arch in the Un i ted 
S tate s s how that te l ev i s ed ins truc tiona l mater i a l  c an be 
effec tive for t e a c h i ng both read ing and wri t ing s k i l l s . 
Re s e arch in Jordan and other Arab countr i e s  a l s o  support s 
the po s i tion that te levi s ion can be a u s efu l e duc at i ona l 
med ium . 
S tud i e s  in the Arab Wor ld 
Me sbah and H a s h im conduc ted a s tudy in B aghdad in 
1 9 8 7  to a s s e s s  the impac t of the program " Iftah Ya 
S ims im, "  an Arab i c  ver s i on of " S e s ame S tree t, "  on a group 
of e lementary c h i ldren . A group of forty e l ementary 
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student s cho s en randomly v i ewed ten epi sode s o f  the 
program . S tudents were te s ted on a var iety o f  me a s ur e s 
fo l l�wing the epi sode s . The ave rage prete s t  s core on 
knowledge o f  the Arab i c  language was 2 6 . 6  percent ; on the 
pos tt e s t  it was 4 8 . 3  pe rcent . A t e s t  of gene r a l  
knowledge s howed pret e s t, 3 8 . 7  percent , and po s tte s t, 
56 . 4  percent . Rec ogn i t ion o f  number s s howed prete s t  
score, 3 9 . 6  percent, and po s tte s t , 6 0 . 8  percent . S core s  
of  knowledge o f  the Arab Wor ld were pre te s t , 2 1 . 1  
percent, and p o s tte s t , 4 8 . 9  percent . S c i ence know ledge 
score s were prete s t , 3 3 . 5  percent , and pos tte s t , 5 2 . 5  
percent . . The ave rage acro s s  a l l  are a s  was prete s t , 3 2 . 5  
percent and po s tte s t , 6 7 . 5  percent . I n  other measure s ,  
the r e s e archer s found that 9 7 . 5  percent o f  the c h i ldren 
were inte r e s ted and l iked the program ( Me sbah and Ha shim 
1 9 8 7' 2 7 - 6 1 ) . 
A s tudy done a s  a Ma s ter's the s i s  by Khaw l a  
Dabba s  examined t h e  patterns o £  t e l ev i s ion v i ew i ng by 
chi ldren age s four to twe lve years o ld in Jordan . Two 
hundred forty chi l dren were inc luded in the s ampie .  She 
found that a l l  o f  the c h i l dren had acce s s  to te l ev i s ion 
and that the ave rage v i ewing time per day wa s two hours 
and forty- s ix minute s .  No s i gni f ican t  d i f ference ex i s ted 
betwee n  boy s and gir l s . Mo s t  o f  the chi ldren d i d  the ir 
viewing between 5 : 30 and 8 : 0 0 P . M .  The favor i te programs 
for boy s were drama t i c  fi lms , youth-or iented programs , 
sport s , and news . The g i r l s  indic ated a preference for 
cart�ons ( Dabbas 1 9 8 0 , 8 0 - 8 1 ) . 
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The two s tud i e s  demons trate that s choo l - age 
chi ldren are we l l- acquainted wi th te lev i s ion and e n j oy 
viewing the medi um . The fir s t  s tudy a l s o  s h ows that 
te levi s ion c an b e  an effec tive education a l  medi um for 
chi ldren in Jordan . -The l i terature revi ewed s ugge s t s  
that the program whi c h  i s  the focus of t h e  current s tudy , 
"Al  Manaahi l , "  may a l so have an educ at iona l imp a c t  on 
chi ldren in Jordan . 
The phi l o s ophy and goa l s  of the TV s e r ie s " A l  
Manaah i l "  are o f  ma j or s ign ificance t o  thi s s tudy . Thi s 
Eng l i sh tran s c r i p t i on provide s a s ummary of the rationa l e  
for the program . 
" Al Manaah i l " 
Reading i s  the key to l i teracy , and l i te racy i s  
the ma s te r  key t o  knowledge . The que s t i on of l i teracy in 
Arabi c  has  another dime n s ion unknown in mo s t  l an�uage s . 
The fact that l i teracy in Arab ic is  po s s ib l e  only through 
Standard Arab i c , which is qu ite diffe rent from the 
vernacul ar Arab i c  d i a l e c t s  s poken at home add s to the 
comp l ex i ty of l i teracy acqu i s i tion by Arab young s ter s . 
Thi s  l ingui s t i c  prob l em i s  compounded by c rowded 
c l a s srooms , the i n s uffi c iency of chi ldren ' s  expo sure to 
Standard Arab i c  and the c r i t i c a l  shortage o f  qua l ifie� 
teache rs ( Ibrahim 1 9 8 7 , 1 ) . 
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Te l evision i s  potent i a l ly an inva luab l e  
educ ationa l medium that rema ins vi rtua l ly untapped in the 
Arab c ountr i e s . Arab c h i ldren watch a lot of te l ev i s i on 
and have many favor i t e  programs . I f  educ ati ona l programs 
can be produced with enough appe al and attrac t ivene s s  to 
engage the i r  young audience , te levi s ion woul d  then s e rve 
the h i gh ly d e s irab l e  func t ion of fu l f i l l ing a ma j or 
soc i a l  -and e ducat iona l need ( I brahim 1 9 8 7 , 2 ) . 
" Al Manaahi l "  expre s s ly s e e k s  to supp l ement 
c l a s sroom i n s t ruc tion a s  we l l  as to make bas i c  r e ad ing 
ski l l s acce s s ib l e  and comprehens ible to a l l  who -need 
them . The s er i e s  a l s o  s e eks to re l ate language to other 
school s ub j e ct s  and to modern l ife in a way that no 
trad i t iona l schoo l program doe s  ( I brahim 1 9 8 7 , 1 ) . 
" Al Manaahi l "  i s  intended pr imar i ly for Arab 
chi ldren i n  the fir s t  few years o f  s c hoo l ( " A l  Manaah i l "  
1 9 8 6 , 1 ) . The s e r i e s  i s  intended for chi ldren i n  the 
fir s t, s e c ond , and th i rd grade s .  Among th i s  targe t  
popu lation , however , the s e r i e s wi l l  focus o n  s e c ond 
grader s  w i th s pe c i a l  attention given to e a r ly s e c ond 
grader s . Spec i a l  a ttention wi l l  a l s o  be g iven to 
chi ldren with reading prob lems . I t  i s  und e r s tood , 
howeve r, that th i s  wi l l  be done wi thout in any way 
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sacrif i c ing or c ompromi s ing the needs and intere s t s  o � 
average and h i gh - achieving s tudent s  ( " Al Manaah i l "  1 9 8 6 , 
3 ) . Mo s t  chi ldren in the target group wi l l  be fami l i ar 
with the s e  not ion s : ( 1 )  wr i t ing symbo l i z e s  s poken 
lahguage ; ( 2 )  wr i t ten language c an be spoken or 
verba l i z ed ;  ( 3 )  the s equence of Arab i c  wr i t ing is from 
r ight to l eft ; ( 4 )  s ome letters connect to a prec ed ing 
letter only , whe r e a s  others connect to a pre c eding and / or 
a fo l lowing letter as we l l ; ( 5 )  the shape s of mos t  
lette r s- vary in a manner de termined by the i r  p o s i t i on in 
the word ; ( 6 )  b l ending letters into words and dec od ing or 
ana lyz ing words into the ir con s t i tuent l e tt e r s  ( " A l  
Manaah i l "  1 9 8 6 , 4 ) . 
Exper i enc e and re s e arch findings from s im i l ar 
serie s in other c ountr ie s ind i c ate that thi s  type of 
s e r i e s  c an be s uc c e s sfu l ly uti l i z ed in adul t  l i te racy 
programs a s  we l l  as in programs de s igned for teaching the 
language of the s e r i e s  to speakers of other l anguage s 
( " Al  Manaah i l "  1 9 8 6 , 4 ) . 
Comp l a in t s  are made by many Arab educ ators and 
re s e archer s  w i th re s p e c t  to the uns a t i sfac tory l eve l of 
achievement and prof i c i ency of mo st Arab schoo l c h i ldren 
in Mode rn S tandard Arab ic ( MSA ) . Two factor s , among 
other s ,  are frequently c i ted as ma j or contr ibutor s  to the 
probl em : ( 1 )  Te l ev i s ion ,  a s  we l l  a s  some other ma s s  
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med ia , s e em to uti l ize more col loqu i a l  than s t andard 
Arab i c  in the i r  programs ( Even when Standard Arab i c  i s  
us ed, the general impre s s ion i s  that the language u sed i s  
" not s tandard e nough . " ) ; ( 2 )  Col loqu i a l  Ar ab i c  s e em s  to 
have been gai ning ground at the expens e of S tandard 
Arab ic in a number of are a s , inc lud i ng the c l a s s room . I n  
this connec tion , f i e ld re s e arch in a number of Arab 
countr i e s  has r eve a l ed that the va s t  ma j o r i ty of 
teache r s , i nc lud ing teache r s  of Arab ic at a l l  l eve l s , 
tend to · u s e  c o l loqu i a l  Arab ic regularly in the i r  t e ac h i ng 
( "Al Manaahi l'' 1 9 8 6 , 1 ) . The pre s ent s e r i e s  i s  a form of 
non- i n s titutional edu c a t ion which s e e k s  to supp lement and 
comp lement s choo l  cur r i c u l a  in the Arab countr i e s . I ts 
purpo s e  i s  re inforc ing and enriching the reading 
abi l i t i e s  of Arab chi ldren by empha s i z ing ski l l - bu i l d i ng 
and deve loping suc c e s sfu l strateg i e s  for decod ing wr i tten 
s tandard Arabi c .  Without succe s s  in read i ng , educ at ional 
progre s s  in gene r a l  wi l l  be re tarded ( " Al Manaah i l "  1 9 8 6, 
3 ) . A l s o  the s e r i e s  i s  not intended for any one Arab 
country or for a spe c ific group of Arab countr i e s . I t  i s  
a n  attempt t o  b e  e qua l ly u s eful t o  a l l  Arab c ountr i e s  
( " Al Manaah i l "  1 9 8 6, 3 ) . Moreover " A l  Manaah i l "  a ims to 
promote Arab c u l ture and s p i r i tua l value s , the d i g n i ty of 
manual labor , wome n ' s  ro le in soc iety, good h e a l th 
habits, team work and cooperati on, re spect for the v i ews 
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of others and cons i derat ion for the e lderly and d i s ab led 
( Al Urdun 1 9 8 7, 8 ) . 
" A l  Man�ahi l , "  the new te levi s i on s e r i e s  whi c h  
aims to make l e arning fun for Jordanian young s te r s , i s  a 
l ively , educ a t i ona l.and enterta ining s e r i e s  of s ix ty - five 
hal f  hour te l ev i s ion programs aired ( Al Vrdun 1 9 8 7, 8 ) . 
Becau s e  i t  i s  l ike ly that the vo luntary horne v i ewer wi l l  
see s ome programs but mi s s  other s , each program i s  s e lf­
contained and offer s  a valuab le le arning expe r i en c e  in 
its e l f . · Regu lar v i ewer s  wi l l  obvious ly derive more 
benefi t s , a s  they wi l l  have the opportuni ty to bu i ld 
upon , r e i nforc e  or extend what they have l earned from 
previous programs ( Al Urdun 1 9 8 7, 8 ) . 
The Co- Produc tion 
Funding for the " Al Manaah i l " t e l ev i s i on s e r i e s  
wa s prov i ded b y  the Un i ted State s Agency for 
International Deve lopme nt ( USAID ) and the Government o f  
Jordan . Th i s  funding has made pos s ib l e  unique c o­
produc t ion arrangement among Jordan T e l ev i s i on ( �TV ) ; The 
Jordan Company for TV , Radio , and Cinema Produc t i on , Ltd . 
( JCTV ) ; and the Chi ldren's Te lev i s ion Work shop ( CTW ) , 
bringing new patterns o f  mu l t i-country and mu l t i - agency 
c o l l abora tion and innovative te lev i s ion forms to the Arab 
wor ld ( Co- Produc t ion 1 9 8 6 - 8 7, 1 ) . 
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With fac i l i t i e s  and techn i c a l  crew prov ided by. 
JTV , the princ ipa l Arab produc er wa s JCTV , b a s ed in 
Amman . JCTV was u l t imate l y  re s pons ible for loc a l  
admin i s trat ion and produc t i on o f  the progr am s  and worked 
c l o s e ly with CTW c o n s u l tants throughout the ent i r e  
production . CTW ' s ro l e  wa s t o  prov ide training and 
techn i c a l  a s s i s tanc e b a s ed on i t s  record o f  suc c e s sfu l 
chi ldren ' s  te levi s i on produc tions in the U . S .  and abroad . 
The pro j e c t  f o l l owed a proc e s s  that h a s  been 
te s ted repe atedly and suc c e s s ful ly ove r  t ime by CTW, a 
three -way work i ng c o l l aboration among produc e r s - - to 
repre s ent produc t ion value s o f  the medium ; sub j e c t  matter 
spe c i a l i s t s -- to a s sure accuracy and appropr iateness of 
the content ; and ch i ld r e s e arch spec i a l i s t s - - to repre s ent 
the needs, intere s t s, and abi l i t i e s  of the targ e t  
audience ( Co-Produc t ion 1 9 8 6 - 8 7, 1 ) . 
A mul t i -nat ional Arab adv i s ory board wa s formed 
to ident ify the l ingu i s t ic needs of Arab ch i ldren and to 
formul ate a de tai led s tateme nt of the ir s e r i e s ' goal s and 
ob j ect ive s . Countr i e s  repre s ented among the adv isor s 
were Tun i s i a, Moroc co, E gypt, Yemen Arab Repub l ic, and 
Jordan . 
F ive work- intens ive s eminar s were he ld both in 
New York and in Amman, Jordan , in order to p l an and 
deve lop the s e r i e s . The s eminars were attended by Al 
Manaah i l ' s l ingu i s ti c  spec i a l i s t s , produc e r s , 
re searche r s , wr i te r s , and educ ators . 
" A l  Manaah i l " i s  an entire ly original 
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produc tion . The Arab team cre ated read i ng goa l s  and 
te ac h i ng approache s t a i lored s pe c ifi c a l ly to the 
s�ructure of the Arab i c  language and to the me thod s u s ed 
to teach reading i n  the Arab countri e s . The c hara c ter s , 
setting s , mus ic and s ty l e  of humor are Arabi c . The 
transfer of CTW ' s techno logy wa s an important a im of the 
Government of Jordan and USAID . Through a very po s i tive 
and profe s s ional re l a t ionship in wh ich CTW has worked in 
c lo s e  c onsultation w i th the Arab team , thi s  ob j e c t ive has 
been re a l i z ed in the " Al Manaah i l "  pro j e c t  ( Co -produc t ion 
1 9 8 6 - 8 7' 1 - 2 ) . 
Total c o s t  of " Al Manaah i l "  wa s $6 . 3  mi l l ion; 
USAID granted $5 . 9  mi l l ion and the Jordan Government 
contr ibuted the b a l anc e . JTV , wh ich own s " Al Manaahi l , " 
plans to d i s tr ibute the s e r ie s at nomina l c o s t  through 
the Arab wor ld . Profi t from i t s  s a le wi l l  be s pe n t  to 
produce addi t iona l educ a t i onal programs ( A l  Urdun 1 9 8 7, 
8 )  • 
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Conc lus ion 
S tud i e s rev iewed from the Uni ted S tate s and 
Arab i�- s peaking ·c ountr i e s  show that childre n  are affec ted 
by te l ev i s ion programs and that t e l evi s ion i s  an 
effec t ive medi a  for pre s e nt ing educ ationa l mater i a l . " A l  
Manaah i l "  i s  de s i gned t o  s ecure educat iona l ob j e c t i ve s . 
Thi s  s tudy te s t s  the impact of s e l e cted ep i sode s i n  a 
contro l led educ at ional experiment . 
CHAPTER I I I  
DES I GN O F  THE STUDY 
S e l ec t ion o f  the De s ign 
Th i s  s tudy o f  the educ ationa l impac t  o f  the 
Aiab ic - l anguage c h i ldren ' s  t e l evi s ion program , " A l  
Manaah i l , " wa s struc tured a s  a postte st-only c ontro l 
grotip de s ign , a s  de s c ribed by Campbe l l  and S tanley in 
the i r  book , Expe r imenta l and Qua s i -Exper ime n t a l  D e s igns 
for Re s e arch . The s e  authors point out that when subjec t s  
are cho s en through random s e lection from the popu l a t i on 
for both the exp e r imental and the contro l group s , in 
educ ationa l re s e arch , part icu l arly in the pr imary grade s , 
we mus t  frequent ly expe r iment with me thod s for the 
ini t i a l  introduc t i on o f  entire ly new subjec t  matter , for 
which pre te s t s  i n  the ordinary s e n s e  are impo s s ib le 
( C ampbe l l  and S ta n l ey 1963, 2 5 ) . They then conc l ude that 
the po s tte s t-only c ontrol group de s ign fi l l s  th i s  need 
( Campbe l l  and S tan l ey 1963, 2 5 ) . 
The form o f  thi s de s ign i s  a s  fo l lows : 
R X 01 
R 02 
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Thi s  d i agram ind icate s a t  " R " that sub j e c t s  for both the 
expe rimental group and the contro l group are randomly 
se lected . The "' X "  repre sents the treatment . "0 " and 
1 
" 0  " are the po s tte s t s . 
2 
Thi s  de s ign gre a t ly reduce s  the e f fe c t  o f  
n6ncontro l led factors whi c h  cou ld a f fe c t  val id i ty . I t  
contro l s  the e f fe c t s  o f  h i s tory , matur ation , prete s t ing , 
ins trumentation , regre s s ion , s e leetion , sub j e c t  
morta l i ty , and the independence o f  the s e  var i ab le� . I t  
a l s o  contro l s  for the inte rac t i on o f  te s t i ng w i th the 
experimenta l treatment . I t  i s  que s t i onab l e  whe ther i t  
contro l s  f o r  the interac t i on that re s u l t s  from be i ng 
se lec ted a s  a part o f  the expe r imental group w i th the 
exper ime nta l tre atment ( Campbe l l  and S tanley 1 9 6 3 , 8 ) . 
S e l e c t ion o f  Subjec t s  
The e duc at ional t e l ev i s i on s e r ie s , " A l  Manaah i l "  
i s  de s igned for u s e  i n  nations in which Arab i c  i s  the 
language . A s tudy of the educationa l impac t  of the 
program requ i red a group of sub j ects of e l ementary s chool 
age to s e rve a s  an expe rimental and a contro l group . 
The c i ty o f  I rb id in Jordan wa s s e l e c ted for th i s  
s tudy . I t  has  a popu lation o f  1 5 5 , 4 0 0  ( Jordan Te l ev i s ion 
Corporat ion and Rad io Jordan 19 8 8, 2 6 ) . The o f fi c i a l  
language i s  Ar abi c  as 1 0 0  percent o f  the popu l at i on speak 
Arab i c . Eng l i s h i s  taught in the schoo l a s  a s e c ond 
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language ( Kur i an 1 9 8 2 , 9 1 5 ) . The peop le of I rb i d  are 
repre s e ntat ive of the popu l ation of Jordan . The offic i a l  
re l igion o f  Jordan i s  I s lam, with Chr i s ti an mino r i ty 
( Kurian 1 9 8 2 , 9 1 5 ) . I rb id i s  one of the ma j or urban 
centers ( Bank s and Ove r s tr e e t  1 9 8 3 , 2 5 9 ) . I rb id is one 
of Jordan ' s  fa s te s t  growing indu s tr i a l  areas, and the 
admini s trative c enter of the country ' s  mo s t  fert i le 
reg i on . The town i s  bui lt on the s ite of an e ar ly Bron z e  
Age S e t t lement . I t  i s  B e th Arb e l  of the B i b l e  and 
Arb i l l a  -of the Dec apo l i s . Some author i t i e s  c l a im i t  i s  
the bur i a l  p l a c e  o f  Mos e s ' mother and four o f  h i s sons 
( Showke r  1 9 8 4 , 1 2 0 ) . I rb i d  ha s many s choo l s  whi c h  
inc lude private s c hoo l s  and pub l i c  school s .  A l s o, i t  has 
c o l l ege s run by the Mini s try of Educ ation and othe r s  run 
by the private s e c tor . There are two Unive r s i t i e s -­
Yarmuk Univer s i ty and the Unive r s i ty of S c i en c e  and 
Techno logy . The r e  are many profe s s iona l peop l e  i n  I rbid 
such a s  teacher s, eng ine e r s, doctors, l awy e r s, gove rnment 
worke r s, and p r ivate bus ine s s  profe s s iona l s . 
The s c hoo l s  s e lected in I rbid inc luded five 
e l ementary s c hoo l s, w i th a tot a l  of 4 8 0  s tude n t s  from 
four pub l i c  s choo l s  and one pr ivate schoo l . 
The He ad of the Div i s ion of Educ a t i on i n  I rbid 
was contac ted by per sona l contac t in Augus t  1 9 8 8  and a 
reque s t  wa s pre s ented for permi s s ion to c ondu c t  the s tudy 
with s tudents from e lement ary s choo l s  o f  I rb i d . Such 
permi s s ion wa s granted by l e tter Augus t  2 0 , 1 9 8 8  ( Se e  
Appen�ix A . ) .  
P r i nc ipa l s  o f  e ach e l ementary s choo l were 
contacted to s e cure the ir he lp and cooperation . By 
Augus t  2 1 , 1 9 8 8  a l l  of the princ ipa l s  had agreed to 
cooperate in the s tudy . 
A dec i s ion was made to se l e c t  the s ampl e  o f  
sub j e c t s  from s tudents i n  the third grade . The r e a s on 
for s e l ec t i ng th i s  group was pr imar i ly bec au s e  the " Al 
Manaahi l "  program wa s me ant to appe a l  to the age group 
s ix to ten ye ar s . The th ird grade inc lude s c h i ldren o f  
e i ght t o  nine year s . 
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The name s o f  a l l  third- grade s tude nts from the 
partic i pa t i ng s c hool s  were prov ided . S tudents we re 
ident i f i e d  a s  ma le o r  fema l e . A s amp l e  o f  s ix ty ma l e s  
and s ixty fema l e s  wa s s e l e c ted for the exp e r ime n t a l  
group . A s imi lar s amp l e  was se lected for the c ontro l 
group . The s e l e c t ion o f  the s ample for e ach group wa s 
se l e c ted in the fo l l ow i ng manne r becau s e  no random number 
l i s t  was avai l ab le . I n  the f i r s t  scho o l  ther e  wer e  one 
hundred third grade s tudent s in two c l a s s e s  o f  f i fty 
s tude n t s  each . The re s e archer cho s e  f i fty s tudent s  from 
the two c la s s e s  in  the fo l lowing manner : F i r s t, the 
re s earcher a lphabet i z ed and numbered the entire l i s t  o f  
the s tudents name s and cho se every other name wLthout 
knowing anythi ng about the s tudent s . Second , the 
re s e a�che r cho s e  a l l  the odd- numbered studen t s  of the 
a lphab e ti z ed l i s t  for experimental group and the even 
number one s for the contro l group . 
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The s e c ond s chool had s ixty s tudent s i n  thi rd 
grade i n  two c l a s s e s . The r e s e arche r alphab e t i z ed and 
numbered the ent i r e  lis t  of the s tudent name s for both 
c la s s e s  and cho s e  every other name . She cho s e  thi rty 
s tudents� She c ho s e  ten s tudent s from the even numb e r s . 
The r e s earcher a l phabe t i z ed and numbered the e n t i r e  
l i s t . The re s e archer choo s e  a l l  odd- numbered s tudents of 
the a lphabati z ed l i s t  for her experiment a l  group and the 
even numbered one s for the contro l group . 
Both the f i r s t  and s econd schoo l s  had only ma le 
s tudent s . 
The th i rd s chool wa s a private co-educ at ional 
schoo l . There were three c l a s s e s  of thi rd grade s tudents 
mixed ma l e  and fema l e  s tudents in each c l a s s . The f i r s t  
and s econd c l a s s e s  h a d  th irty- three s tudent s e ac h . The 
third c la s s  had thirty-four s tudents . The r e s e archer 
s eparated ma l e  and fema le and made two numbered 
a lphabe t i z ed l i s t s from wh ich she cho s e  twe nty-five odd­
numbe r s  p lus five s tudent s cho sen at random from the even 
numbers of the l i s t  to the number of th irty ma l e  
3 2  
s tudent s . And in the s ame manne r  u s ed to cho s e  th i r ty . 
fema l e  s tudent s .  The .re s e archer chos e  fifteen for the 
exper�menta l group from the l i s t  of thirty ma l e  s tudent s 
and fifteen for the contro l group . The s ame wa s done for 
the fema l e  s tudent s . 
The fourth s chool had one hundred fema l e  s tudents 
in third grade i n  three c l a s s e s . The fi r s t  and the 
second c l a s s  had thi rty- three s tudents each . The third 
c la s s  had thi r ty-four s tudent s . The re s earcher cho s e  
forty s tuden t s  from the three c l a s s e s . She cho s e  forty 
s tudent s in the manne r de s c r ibed in the fir s t  and s econd 
schoo l . Of the forty s tudents, twenty were cho s e n  for 
exper imental group and twenty for the contro l group . 
The fifth s choo l had 1 2 0 female s tude n t s  in th i rd 
grade in three c l a s s e s . E ach c l a s s  had for ty s tudent s . 
The res earche r a l phab e t i z ed and numbered the ent i re l i s t  
of the s tudent s ' name s and cho s e  every other name . S he 
cho s e  odd-numbered s tudent s of the alphabe t i z ed l i s t  for 
experimenta l group and the even-numbered one s for the 
contro l group . Each group had twenty-five s tude nt s . 
The re s e archer randomly cho s e  e i ght epi s ode s of 
" Al Manaah i l "  from the s e r i e s  as each s how wa s not 
dependent on s e e ing the previou s show . Each ep i s ode i s  a 
uni t  by i t s e lf and doe s no t depend on s e e ing the previous 
un it to be und e r s t andab l e . 
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The a s s e s sment o f  the educ ational imp a c t  requ i r�d 
that the re s e archer s truc ture a t e s t  to be admin i s tered 
to the exper imenta l group and the control group a fter the 
pre s entation of the epi sode s of "Al Manaahi l "  to  the 
experimental group . 
A me thod o f  te s t i n g  ab i l i ty to read and t o  s pe l l  
corre c t ly wa s c re a t e d . I t  wa s much l ike the t e s t s  for 
reading and spe l ling used in e l emeritary schoo l s . Twenty 
sentenc e s  inc luding f i fty words about content of the 
epi s od e s·o f  "Al Manaah i l "  were prepared . The s e  were 
evaluated by five te acher s o f  Arab ic language and the 
Superv i sor o f  Arab i c  l anguage o f  the schoo l s  i n  I rb i d  
( Se e  Appendix B f o r  a copy o f  the ver i f i cation by · the 
Superv i s o r  of Arab i c  Language . ) . 
To te s t  spe l l i ng s k i l l s , the s entence s o f  the 
te s t  were read to the s tudent s , and the s tude n t s  we re 
a sked to wr i te the s entenc e s . The se wr i tten s en t e nc e s  
we re score d  f o r  c orrect spe l l ing . Three days a ft e r  the 
s pe l l ing te s t , the s tude n t s  in the experime nt a l  and 
contro l groups wer e  a s k e d  to read the sentenc e s  a loud to 
te s t  for the i r  ab i l i ty to read . The r e s e arch e r  s c ored 
the s tudents for ac curacy . The data from the te s t  
proc edure s was recorded for s tati s t i c a l  ana ly s i s . 
The s tude n t s  in the exper imental group we r e  
brought with the ir teache r s  to central l o c a t i o n s  e ach o f  
eight s choo l days, beg inning Augu s t  2 1 , 1 9 8 8  and endi nq 
Augu st 2 9 , 1 9 8 8 . 
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The spe lling t e s t s  were admi n i s tered by the 
re s e archer in a l arge a s s emb ly room in a c entra l locat ion 
for bo th expe r ime nta l and contro l group . 
The reading te s t s  were admini s te red by the 
re s e archer in the i r  schoo l s . The r e s earcher t e s ted the 
read ing ab i l i ty o f  e ach s tudent separate ly . The re ading 
te st cons i s ted of re ad ing a loud the s ame pas s age . 
The de s ign o f  the s tudy would a l low u s e  of the t­
te s t  for t e s t ing for mai n  e f fects o f  the s core s o f  the 
te s t  of wr i t i ng ( spe l l ing ) and read ing . However, 
analys i s  o f  var i anc e wa s s e lec ted a s  the appropr i ate 
stat i s t i c a l  te s t  for thi s  s tudy becau s e  ana ly s i s  o f  
var i ance prov ided a me thod to me asure for mai n  e f fe c t  and 
for intera c t i on o f  the experiment a l  var i ab l e  and / or the 
a s s e s sment i n s t rument wi th the s ex of the s tudent . 
Campbe l l  and S tanley in�ic ate that where there 
are two or more groups i n  each condi t ion ana ly s i s  of 
var i ance is approp r i ate to te s t  for inte rac tion ( Campbe l l  
and S tanley 1 9 6 3 , 2 7 ) . 
The data we re ana ly z ed with the ANOVA c omputer 
program ava i l ab l e  through the South Dakota S tate 
Univers i ty Departme nt of S tati s t ic s . 
CHAPTER IV 
ANALYS I S  AND CONCLUS I ONS 
The exper iment te s t ing the impact o f  s e l e c ted 
epi s ode s of the te l ev i s ion s e r ie s , " A l  Manaahi l " used 
mea sure s of sk i l l  in  read ing and correct s pe l l i ng of  
Arabic by e lementary c h i l dren to determine whe ther four 
hypothe s e s  s hou l d  or s hou ld not be re j ected . 
The data and the s tati s t i c a l  t e s t  o f  the data 
which re l ate to the s pe l l ing s ki l l s  of chi ldren wi l l  be 
con s idered fir s t . The s e c ond s e c t ion wi l l  pre s ent the 
data and te s ts which re late to the hypoth e s e s  on reading 
s ki l l s  o f  chi ldren . The final s e c t ion wi l l  sugge s t  
conc lus ions about the · u s e  of " A l  Manaah i l "  i n  e du c a t ion . 
Ef f e c t  o f  " A l  Manaahil " on Spe l l i ng 
The ch i ldren who had been a s s igned to the 
experimental group v i ewed e ight epi s ode s of " Al Manaah i l "  
ove r a period o f  e i ght s choo l days . After v i ewing the 
epi sode s the s e  s tudents and the s tudents in the c ontro l 
group were te s ted for ski l l  in spe l l ing . The s tudents 
achieved the fo l l owing te s t  s c ore s : 
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Tab l e  1 . - - S tudent sc ore s in spe l l ing 
te s t  w i th ana ly s i s  of  vari �nc e 
o f  s c or e s  
View i ng Nonv i ewing 
Ma l e  Fema le Ma le Fema le 
1 . 9 8  1 0 0  9 9  9 8  
2 . 9 6  1 0 0  9 8  9 5  
3 . 9 5  9 5  9 7  9 3  
4 .  9 5  9 5  9 7  9 0  
5 .  9 5  9 5  9 5  9 0  
6 .  9 3  9 5  9 0  9 0  
7 .  9 2  9 4  8 8  8 8  
8 .  9 1  9 2  8 4  8 5  
9 .  8 9  9 2  9 0  9 3  
1 0 . 8 9  9 0  8 0  8 2  
· 1 1 . 8 9  9 0  7 3  8 2  
1 2 . 8 6  g·o 7 3  8 2  
1 3 . 8 5  8 9  7 3  8 0  
1 4 . 8 2  8 9  7 2  7 8  
1 5 . 8 4  8 5  7 0  7 7  
1 6 .  8 2  8 5  7 0  7 6  
1 7 . 8 0  8 5  7 0  7 6  
1 8 .  7 6  8 5  6 5  7 5  
1 9 . 7 5  8 4  6 3  7 0  
2 0 .  7 5  8 3  6 0  7 0  
2 1 .  7 0  8 3  6 0  6 8  
2 2 . 7 0  8 0  5 5  6 5  
2 3 . 7 0  8 0  5 4  6 5  
2 4 . 7 0  7 5  5 0  6 0  
2 5 . 6 8  7 3  5 0  5 5  
2 6 . 6 6  7 3  4 2  5 5  
2 7 . 6 6  7 1  4 0  5 0  
2 8 . 6 5  7 1  4 0  5 0  
2 9 . 6 5  7 0  4 0  5 0  
3 0 . 6 5  7 0  4 0  5 0  
3 1 . 6 0  6 8  3 8  5 0  
3 2 . 6 0  6 4  3 2  5 0  
3 3 . 5 9  6 0  3 0  5 0  
3 4 . 5 5  5 5  3 0  4 0  
3 5 . 5 0  5 5  3 0  4 0  
3 6 . 4 5  5 0  2 8  4 0  
3 7 . 4 5  5 0  2 5  4 0  
3 8 . 4 5 5 0  2 0  3 8  
3 9 . 4 1  5 0  1 6  3 3  
4 0 . 4 0  4 8  1 5  3 0  
4 1 . 4 0  4 5  1 5  3 0  
4 2 . 3 9  4 2  1 5  2 0  
4 3 . 3 5  4 0  1 0  2 0  
4 4 . 3 5  4 0  1 0  2 0  
4 5 . 3 5  4 0  1 0  1 5  
4 6 . 2 5  4 0  1 0  1 5  
4 7 . 2 0  3 7  1 0  1 0  
4 8 . 2 0  3 7  1 0  1 0  
4 9 . 2 0  3 5  1 0  1 0  
5 0 . 1 8  3 0  1 0  1 0  
5 1 . 1 5  2 7  8 8 
5 2 . 1 5  1 6  8 8 
5 3 . 1 5  1 5  8 6 
5 4 . 1 5  1 2  5 5 
5 5 . 1 0  1 0  5 4 
5 6 . 1 0  5 5 2 
5 7 . 5 4 . 5 2 
5 8 . 5 3 1 1 
5 9 . 1 2 1 1 
6 0 . 1 1 1 1 
Me an : V i ewing = 5 7 . 4 5 8 3 3 3 3 3  
Nonv i ewing = 4 4 . 3 6 6 6 6 6 6 7  
Ana l y s i s  o f  Var iance Proc edure 
Dependent Var i ab l e : Spe l l ing ( Ma i n  e f fe c t ) 
Source DF 
· Tre atment 3 
Error 2 3 6  
Tot a l  2 3 9  
s s  
1 1 9 7 7 . 1 4 5 8 3  
2 2 3 7 5 0 . 0 1 6 6 7  
2 3 5 7 2 7 . 1 6 2 5 0  
MS 
3 9 9 . 3 8 1 9 4  
9 4 8 . 0 9 3 2 9  
R- Square 
0 . 5 0 8 0 9  
c . v . 
6 0 . 4 7 8 5 1  
Root MSE 
3 0 . 7 9 1 1 2  
Spe l l ing Me a n  
5 0 . 9 1 2 5 0 0 0  
F C a l c u l ated = 
MST = 3 9 9 2 . 3 8 1 9 4  = 4 2 1  
MSE 9 4 8 . 0 9 3 2 9  
. 
Dependent Var i ab l e : Spe l l ing ( I nterac t ion ) 
Source · 
View 
S ex 
View* Sex 
DF 
1 
1 
1 
AnovaS S  
1 0 2 8 3 . 5 0 4 1 7  
1 6 8 0 . 1 0 4 1 7  
1 3 . 5 3 
Mean Square 
1 0 2 8 3 . 5 0 4 1 7  
1 6 8 0 . 1 0 4 1 7  
1 3 . 5 3 7 5 0  
MSv i ew* s ex 1 3 . 5 3 7 5 0  
F c a l c u l ated = MSE 
= 
9 4 8 . 0 9 3 2 9  
= 0 . 0 1 
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F Va lue 
4 . 2 1 
F va lue 
1 0 . 8 5 
1 . 7 7 
0 . 0 1 
Hypothe s i s  ( 1 )  
There i s  no di f ference in the spe l l ing s ki l l  o f  
the chi ldren who v i ewed s e l e c ted epi s ode s o f  " Al 
Manaah i l "  and tho s e  c h i ldren who did not v i ew the 
epi s ode s . 
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The re s u l t s  o f  the analy s i s  o f  var i anc e o f  the 
s core s in s pe l l ing are prov ided in Tab le I .  The c r i t i c a l  
value o f  " F "  f o r  t h e  mean o f  treatment e f fe c t  a t  t h e  . 0 5 
leve l i s  2 . 6 0 .  The computed va lue o f  · " F "  for the t e s t  o f  
spe l l ing s core s i s  4 . 2 1 .  Thi s  i s  s u f f ic ient t o  re j e c t  
hypothe s i s  1 ,  a nu l l  hypothe s i s . Examination o f  the data 
shows that the me an for the expe riment a l  group wa s 
s igni f i cantly h ighe r for the s tuden t s  who had v i ewed the 
e ight epi s ode s of " Al Manaahi l . "  For thi s  group , " A l  
Manaah i l "  h a d  a po s i t ive educ ational e f fe c t  on corre c t  
spe l l ing o f  Mode rn S tandard Arab i c . 
Hypothe s i s  ( 2 )  
There i s  no di f ference between ma l e  and fema le 
re s u l t s  in s pe l l i ng . 
Th i s  hypothe s i s  cannot be re j ec ted . The c r i t i c a l  
va lue o f  " F "  for inte rac t i on o f  s ex o f  sub j e c t  w i th the 
experimenta l value is F = 3 . 8 4 at the . 0 5 leve l o f  
conf ide nce . The computed value o f  F = 0 . 0 1 ( S e e  Tab le 
1 . ) . I t  appe ar s that be ing ma le or fema le did not a f fe c t  
the outc ome o f  the te s t  o f  spe l l ing ski l l  o f  Modern 
S tandard Arab i c . 
E f fe c t · o f  Viewing " A l  Manaahi l  
o n  Read ing 
The next two hypothe s e s  re l ated to the r e ad i ng 
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ab i l i ty o f  the c h i ldren inc luded in the s tudy and to the 
pos s ib l e  inte ract ion w i th the s ex o f  the s tudent s . 
Hypothe s i s  ( 3 )  
There i s  no d i f ference in oral reading s k i l l  o f  
chi ldren who v i ewed s e l e c·ted epi sode s o f  " Al Manaah i l " 
and tho s e  c h i ldren who did not view the epi s ode s . 
An examinat ion o f  the data di s p l ayed in T a b l e  2 
shows that Hypothe s i s  3 c an be re j ec ted . The c r i t i c a l  
value o f  " F "  at the . 0 5 l eve l o f  con f idence i s  2 . 6 0 .  The 
c a lculated va l ue of " F "  for thi s  d i s tribution is 2 . 9 9 .  
Thi s ind i cate s that there i s  a di f ference in the r e ad ing 
sk i l l s  of tho s e  who vi ewed " Al Manaah i l " and tho s e  who 
did not . S tudents who viewed the s e lected e p i s od e s 
tended to have h i gher scores  on read ing S tandard �odern 
Arab ic than did s tuden t s  who did not view the s e l e c te d  
ep i s ode s . 
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Tab le 2 . - - S tudent s core s in reading 
for Exp e r imental and Contro l Group 
Viewing Nonv i ewing 
Mal e  Fema l e  Ma le Fema le 
1 � 1 0 0  1 0 0  1 0 0  1 0 0  
2 .  1 0 0  1 0 0  9 8  9 0  
3 .  9 9  9 8  9 8  9 0  
4 .  9 3  9 8  9 7  9 8  
5 .  9 0  9 6  9 8  9 5  
6 .  9 5  9 9  9 5  9 4  
7 .  9 6 9 6  9 0  9 3  
8 .  9 5  9 5  8 8  9 3  
9 .  9 4  9 4  8 0  9 0  
1 0 . 9 2  9 6  8 8  8 8  
1 1 . 9 2  9 6  8 8  8 8  
1 2 . 9 0  9 6  7 5  8 8  
1 3 . 9 1  9 4  7 3  8 5  
1 4 . 8 5  9 0  8 0  8 5  
1 5 . 9 0  9 0  8 0  8 5  
1 6 . 8 7  8 7  7 5  8 8  
1 7 . 8 5  8 5  7 0  8 0  
1 8 . 8 0  8 5  7 0  8 0  
1 9 . 8 0  8 8  6 8  8 0  
2 0 . 8 0  8 7  6 7  7 8  
2 1 . 8 0  8 5  6 0  8 0  
2 2 . 7 8  8 5  5 5  7 5  
2 3 .  7 8  8 5  5 8  6 8  
2 4 . 7 5  7 5  5 0  7 8  
2 5 . 7 8  8 0  6 0  6 7  
2 6 . 7 8  7 8  6 0  6 9  
2 7 . 7 2  8 3  5 5  6 5  
2 8 . 6 7  7 5  5 5  6 8  
2 9 . 6 7  7 5  5 0  6 8  
3 0 . 7 8  7 5  5 0  6 5  
3 1 . 6 8  7 8  4 0  6 5  
3 2 . 6 5  6 5  4 0  5 5  
3 3 . 6 5  6 5  4 0  5 6  
3 4 . 6 0  6 0  3 5  5 0  
3 5 . 5 5  5 5  2 5  5 5  
3 6 . 5 0  5 7  3 0  5 4  
3 7 . 5 0  5 5  3 0  5 0  
3 8 . 4 6  5 0  2 5  4 5  
3 9 . 4 5  5 0  2 0  3 5  
4 0 . 4 5  5 5  3 0  4 0  
4 1 . 4 4  4 8  2 0  4 5  
4 2 . 4 4  4 2  2 0  4 0  
4 3 . 4 8  5 5  4 3  4 2  
4 4 . 4 3  5 5  4 0  4 0  
4 5 . 3 5  4 5  3 8  3 0  
4 6 . 3 9  4 5  2 5  3 5  
4 7 . 3 0  4 5  1 5  1 5  
4 8 . ' 2 5  4 0  1 5  3 5  
4 9 . 2 5  4 0  1 2  3 5  
5 0 . 2 5  4 0  1 1  2 5  
5 1 . 2 0  3 5  4 0  2 3  
5 2 . 2 0  2 0  1 2  2 5  
. 5 3 . 2 5  2 0  1 2  1 0  
5 4 . 1 5  2 2  4 0  5 
5 5 . 1 8  2 1 0  2 0  
5 6 . 1 5  5 6 1 0  
5 7 . 0 15 1 0  5 2 
5 8 . 5 . 5 5 1 0  
5 9 . 5 4 4 5 
6 0 . 5 4 1 5 
· Me an : Viewing = 6 2 . 0 8 3 3 3 3 3 3 
Nonv i ewing = 5 2 . 1 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 
Ana l y s i s  o f  Var i ance Procedure 
Dependent Var i ab l e : Re adi ng ( Ma i n  e f fe c t ) 
Source DF ss MS 
Mode l 3 7 8 2 8 . 2 8 3 3 3 3  2 6 0 9 . 4 2 7 7 7 8  
Error 2 3 6  2 0 6 2 1 2 . 9 0 0 0 0 0  8 7 3 . 7 8 3 4 7 5 
Tot a l  2 3 9  2 1 4 0 4 1 . 1 8 3 3 3 3  
R- Square c . v . Root MSE Re ading Mean 
0 . 0 3 6 5 7 4  5 1 . 7 6 0 9 7  2 9 . 5 5 9 8 3  5 7 . 1 0 8 3 3 3 3  
F c a l cu l ated =  
MST 
= 
2 6 0 9 . 4 2 7 7 7 8 0  = 2 . 9 9 
MSE 8 5 3 . 7 8 3 4 7 5  
Dependent Var i ab l e : Read ing ( I nterac t ion ) 
Sourc e 
View 
Sex 
View* Sex 
DF 
1 
1 
1 
Anov a S S  
5 9 4 0 . 1 5 0 0 0 0  
1 7 2 8 . 0 6 6 6 6 7  
1 6 0 . 0 6 6 6 6 7  
Me an Square 
5 9 4 0 . 1 5 0 0 0 0  
1 7 2 8 . 0 6 6 6 6 7  
1 6 0 . 0 6 6 6 6 7  
MSv i ew* s ex 
F ca lcu la ted = MSE 
= 
1 6 0 . 0 6 6 6 6 7  
= 0 1 8  8 7 3 . 7 8 3 4 7 5 . 
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F Va lue 
2 . 9 4 
F value 
6 . 8 0 
1 . 9 8 
0 . 1 8 
Hypothe s i s  ( 4 )  
There i s  no d i f ference between ma l e  and f ema l e  
r e s u �t s  in reading . 
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The Ana ly s i s  o f  Var i ance te s t  for i nt e r ac t ion o f  
s ex o f  s ub j ec t  w i th the exper imental var i ab l e  f a i l ed to 
p�odu c e  a s igni f i cant value of " F '' for inte rac t i on . The 
value o f  " F "  requ i red for s igni f i c ance at the . 0 5 leve l 
i s  3 . 8 4 .  The achi eved value o f  " F "  was 0 . 1 8 .  Hypothe s i s 
4 ,  there i s  no d i f ference between ma le and fema l e  re s u l t s  
in  reading , c annot b e  re j e c ted . There appe a r s  to be no 
con s i s tent e f fe c t  o f  sex of sub j e c t  on reading s ki l l s  o f  
Modern S tandard Arab ic among the s tudents i n  th i s  s tudy . 
Summary 
Hypothe s e s  1 and 3 wh ich s tated that no 
d i f ference ex i s t s  i n  the s pe l l ing and reading s ki l l s  o f  
s tudents who v i ew " A l  Manaah i l "  and s tudents who d o  not 
view the program are re j ec ted . Tho s e  s tuden t s  in the 
exper imental group did ach i eve higher s core s on the po s t  
te s t s  for spe l l ing and r e ad ing Modern S tandard A�ab i c . 
The ma l e  sub j e c t s  and the fema l e  s ub j e c t s  have 
very s imi l ar s c ore s within group s , produc ing an 
ins ign i f i cant va lue of " F "  for interac t i on . Hypothe s e s  2 
and 4 ,  s tating no d i f ference �n outcome re lated to s ex o f  
sub j ect c annot be re j ec ted . No s igni f i c ant interactien 
wa s reve a led in thi s - s tudy . 
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For the third grade s tudents in the e l ementary 
s choo l s  o f  I rb id , Jordan , the e ight ep i s ode s o f  the 
te levi s ion s e r ie s , "Al Manaah i l "  did produce an incre a s e  
ip te s t  s core s o f  s k i l l  in  reading and s pe l l ing Mode rn 
S tandard Arab i c . 
Conc lus ions 
The purpo s e  of thi s  s tudy wa s to examine the 
e f fe c t  of TV programs on spe l l ing ski l l  and r e ad i ng s k i l l  
o f  chi ldren . Thi s  re s e arch wa s de s igned to focu s on the 
inf luence of the new program c a l led "Al Manaah i l "  on 
chi ldren betwee n  s ix and ten years of age , s ince thi s  
program i s  a new program i n  Jordan TV and n o  s tudy has  
been done on i t . Thi s the s i s  i s  an original s tudy . Thi s  
r e s e arch adds t o  the number o f  previou s  s tud i e s r egarding 
the e f fe c t  of TV programs on chi ldren ' s  s pe l l i ng and 
reading s k i l l s . 
Four nu l l  hypothe s e s  were advanced a s  the 
hypothe s e s  of thi s  s tudy . The s e  hypothe s e s  po s tu l ated no 
di f ference in spe l l i ng and reading betwee n  tho s e  who 
viewed " A l  Manaahi l "  and tho s e  who did not , and no 
interac t ion with the s ex of the group memb e r . Data we re 
c o l l ected u s ing a s amp le of e i ght-year-o ld ma l e  and 
fema le e l ementary s choo l s tudent s , from pub l i c and 
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private s choo l s  in the c ity o f  I rb id for the s tudy . �he 
data wa s ana ly z ed w i th the analy s i s  o f  var iance ( ANOVA ) 
to e�amine the s igni f i c ance o f  d i f ference betwee n  
group s . T h e  . 0 5 l eve l o f  s igni f i c ance wa s s e l ec ted t o  
de termine t h e  probab i l ity o f  re j e c t ing or n o t  re j e c t ing 
ihe nul l  hypothe s e s . 
The four . hypothe s e s  were s truc tured to exam i ne 
the di f ference be twe �n chi ldren who viewed the ep i s ode s 
o f  " A l  Manaah i l "  and tho s e  chi ldren who did not v i ew the 
epi s ode s . Tab l e s  1 and 2 showed that the means o f  the 
score s of the spe l l ing and reading ski l l s  t e s t s  for 
chi ldren who v i ewed the epi s ode s are s i gni f i c a n t l y  
gre ater than tho s e  s c ore s o f  the c h i l dren who d i d  not 
view the epi sode s . The nu l l  hypothe s e s wer e  r e j e c ted . 
Tab le s  1 and 2 a l s o  s howed that the me ans o f  the s c ores 
o f  the spe l l ing and reading tests  s how no s i gni f i c ant 
d i f fe rence due to s ex . 
Examinat ion o f  the re s u l t s  o f  the ana ly s i s  o f  the 
data showed that the c h i l dren ' s  program c a l led " Al 
Manaah i l "  had an impac t on Jordan i an chi ldren . Thi s k i nd 
o f  educ ational and e ntertainment program had an 
educational e f fec t . Mo s t  o f  the s tud i e s  regarding the 
e f fect o f  TV programs on c h i l dren indi c ated that the TV 
did have an e f fe c t  on c h i ldren . 
' 
I 
The re s u l t s  o f  the Ameri can and Arab i c  s tud i e s  
showed that TV programs were h igh ly e f 1e c t ive o n  
chi ldren . Eva luat ion o f  the impac t o f  " Al Manaah i l " i s  
cons i s tent w i th re s u l t s  o f  other re s earch . Re s e archers 
have recogn i z ed that reac t ions to te lev i s ion vary not 
oply betwee n  c h i ldren , but i t  var i e s  within the c h i l d  
over t ime ( Berger and Cha f fee 1 9 8 2 , 6 3 1 ) . 
4 5  
The f indings o f  Kru l l  and Hu s s an ( 1 9 7 9 )  and Lorch 
et a l . ( 1 9 7 9 ) , s trong ly s upport the hypothe s e s  that ma j or 
de term�nation o f  young c h i ldren ' s  vi sual attent ion to 
te levi s ion programs is the degree to which they were ab l e  
t o  comprehe nd i t  ( Ande r son and others 1 9 8 1 , 1 5 4 ) . 
Al though under s tandab le d i a l ogue appe ars to b e  ah 
impo rtant fac tor in ma intaining young chi ldren ' s  
attent ion , a me an ing fu l s equence o f  scenes appe a r s  to be 
le s s  important ( Ander son and othe rs 1 9 8 1 , 1 5 6 ) . Thi s 
te s t  may a l s o  have been me t by " A l  Manaahi l . "  Attention 
i s  a pre requ i s i te to l e arn ing : 
Alte rman , in h i s  s tud i e s  on the e f fec t s  o f  
te levi s ion upon reading achi evement , found that there 
we re 7 6  percent of s tudents that would rather wa tch 
te levi s ion than read . The s tudy a l s o  ind i ca t ed that 
te levi s ion had an e f fe c t  on reading achi evement ( Al te rman 
1 9 8 4 , 1 2 8 ) . The re s u l t s  of th i s  s tudy of " A l  Manaahi l "  
re a f f irm that te l evi s ion may improve reading sk i l l . 
S a lomon ' s  1 9 8 3  s tudy pos tu lated that te l ev i s i on 
may ho ld attention be tter and there fore be pre ferred to 
tex� at the s e  and l ater ages ( Ander s o h  and oth e r s  1 9 8 6 , 
1 0 2 4 - 3 3 ) . 
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Arab i c  s tudi e s  s howed educational and 
e.ntertaining chi ldren ' s  TV programs have gre at e f fe c t s  on 
chi ldren as Me sbah Al Khero and Hashim Al S amer a e e  found 
in the i r  s tudy ( A l  Khero and Al S ame raee 1 9 8 7 , 6 0 ) . 
Thi s s tudy he lped to a f f i rm that the te l ev i s ion 
s e r i e s , "Al Manaah i l "  can a l s o be e f fe c t ive educ a t i onal 
mater i a l  for te ach ing reading and spe l l ing of  Modern 
Standard Arab ic . 
The s tudy o f  " Al Manaahi l "  found no d i f fe renc e in 
the me a sured outcome re l ated to s ex o f  sub j e c t s . Th i s  i s  
cons i s tent w i th other r e s e arch . Mo s t  o f  Ame r i c a n  and 
Arab ic s tud i e s  showed no s i gni fi cant s ex d i f fe r e nc e s  in  
attention to the programs or comme rc i a l s . I t  a l s o  
supports s tud i e s  which show that chi ldren ' s  TV programs 
e l ic i t  high intere s t  and have s igni f ic ant e f f e c t s  on 
chi ldren . 
Educ a t i onal te lev i s ion programs may s e cure a 
de s i red educ ational outcome . 
Th i s  emp i r i c a l  s tudy supports the theo ry o f  
commun icat ion whi c h  shows the po s i tive e f fe c t s  o f  
te lev i s i on programs o n  c h i ldren , particu l a r ly tho s e  
programs geared to the ir need� and intere s t s . Th i s  
program " Al Manaah i l "  enhance s the ch i ldren ' s  l e arning 
expe � i enc e s . 
L imitations and Rec omme ndations 
for Further Study 
Thi s  s tudy wa s l imited in the s amp l e  s i z e . The 
two group s , expe r imental and contro l group were c ho s en 
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from f ive s choo l s  whi c h  inc luded two boy ' s s choo l and two 
g i r l ' s  s choo l from pub l i c  s choo l s . The f i fth s c hoo l wa s 
a pr ivate s c hoo l wh i c h  had boys and gir l s . Wh i l e  a l l  
s c hoo l s  are from the c i ty o f  I rbid , the s amp l e  w a s  
l imited to the f ive ava i l ab l e  s choo l s , n o t  a l l  e lementary 
s choo l s  in  I rb i d . 
S e l e c t i on o f  the s amp l e s  o f  the two te s t s  wa s 
cho sen from the program o f  " Al Manaahi l "  from e i ght 
epi s ode s . The other epi sode s o f  " Al Manaah i l "  were not 
t e s ted . 
The s uc c e s s  o f  " A l  Manaahi l "  make s one fee l  that 
the re should be other somewhat s imilar programs prepared 
in Jordan for c h i ldren of both younger and o lder age . 
The expe r i ence g a ined in th i s  f i r s t  program made in 
Jordan for c h i ldren o f  J ordan has deve loped a c orps o f  
expe ri enc ed peop le i n  thi s  te lev i s ion med i um , s o , more 
programs wou ld be more e a s i ly produc ed . I t  i s  prove d  
once ag a i n  that te l e v i s ion medium i s  a powe r fu l  
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educ at iona l too l i f  ri ght ly u s ed � Programs o f  th i s  kind 
would be h e l p fu l  not on ly for chi ldren , but a l so for 
older people who did not have a chance to go to s c h oo l . 
To make the s e  educa t i ona l and entertainment p rogr�rns 
succ e s s fu l , c h i ldren ' s  te lev i s ion programs need 
spe c i a l i s t s  in  c h i ldren ' s  educ ation . A nat ion may need 
to inve s t  in , and choo s e , the ta lented peop l e  needed for 
working w i th · the sma l l s c re en . Adequate ma s s  med i a  and 
te lev i s ion train ing mus t  be provided . C are fu l a t tent ion 
to c h i l dren ' s  wr i ter s i s. requ ired in order to provide 
we l l- tr a i ned peop l e , c apab l e  of c re a t i ng approp r i ate 
programs . 
" Al Manaah i l " addre s s e s  the needs o f  a l l  Arab 
countr ie s in re ad ing . cur r i cu lum ,  incorporating v a l u e s  and 
a t t i tude s such as the s e : Arab cultural and s p i r i tu a l  
va lue s , sc i e nt i f i c  conc ept s , the dignity o f  manu a l  l abor , 
appr e c i a t i ng a wome n ' s  ro le in soc i e ty , deve lop ing good 
hea l th hab it s , encour ag ing team work and cooperat ion , 
re spe c t ing the v i ews o f  other s , and having cons ideration 
for the e ld e r l y  and d i s ab led ( " Al Manaahi l ' s " Goa l s  and 
Ob j ec t ive s 1 9 8 7 , 5 ) . 
F rom the s e  " Al Manaah i l " goa l s  and ob j e c t ive s 
there s hou ld be furthe r s tudy conducted to s e e  i f  the 
above goa l s  are be ing achieved . Thi s re searcher ' s  s tudy 
has been l im i ted to trac ing the e f fe c t  o f  the program " A l  
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Manaah i l "  on s pe l l i ng and re ading Modern S tandard 
Arab i c . For i n s tanc e , i t  wou ld be intere s t i ng and 
impo_rtant to f i nd out i f  the fol lowing goa l s  are be ing 
achi eved . ( 1 )  S c i e nt i f i c  think i ng ; ( 2 )  Apprec i at ing 
woman ' s  ro le in s oc i e ty ; ( 3 )  having con s ide r a t i on for the 
� lder ly and d i s ab l ed . I t  may be more d i f f i c u l t  to t e s t  
the s e  than t e s t i ng t h e  e f fe c t  on spe l l i ng a n d  reading 
ski l l s . How-eve r , only c are ful a s s e s sment te chn ique s can 
determine the extent to wh ich " A l  Manaah i l "  ach i eve s i t s  
goa l s . · 
APPEND I X  A 
H a s h imat Ki ngdom o f  Jordan 
D ivi s i on of D i s c ip l ine and Educ a t i on 
S tate o f  I rbid 
By the name o f  God mo s t  grac iou s 
mo s t  merc i fu l  
#A/ 2 / 1 0 / 5 6 8 2  
Day : 8 I 2 0 I 1 9  8 8 
To : Al l e lementary S choo l P r inc ipa l s  
Sub j ect : F i � l d  S tudi e s  
Thi s  i s  t o  acknowledge that Ms . Muntaha I s aa 
Haddad _ wi l l  be conduc t i ng f i e ld s tudi e s  on a group o f  
s tudent s from s everal s choo l s  within the c i ty o f  I rb i d . 
Thi s  s tudy perta i n s  to the i n fluenc e o f  the t e l ev i s ed 
chi ldren ' s  progr am " A l  Manaah il " on the i r  ac adem i c  
per formanc e .  
We wou ld apprec i ate your providing a l l  the 
a s s i s tance that Ms . Haddad needs to conduct her 
re s e arch . The outcome of  thi s  r e s e arch wi l l  undoubtedly 
bene f i t  the educ a t i ona l proc e s s  o f  our chi ldren . The 
f i na l r e s u l t s  wi l l  be ava i l ab l e  upon comp l e ti o n . 
( Trans lated from Arab ic 
with a s s i s tance o f  
Pro f e s sor A l i  S e l im . ) 
/ s /  Kasem Abu-E i n  
K a s e� Abu-E in , Head 
Div i s ion of Education 
APPEND IX B 
Ha s h imat K ingdom o f  Jordan 
D ivi s ion · o f  D i s c ipl ine and Edu c a t i o n  
S tate o f  I rbid 
By the name . o f  God mo s t  grac ious 
mo s t  merc i fu l  
Day : 8 / 2 0 / 1 9 8 8  
To Whom I t  May Concern : 
A fter revi ewing the var ious epi s ode s o f  the 
te levi s ion edu c a t i onal s e r i e s  " Al Manaah i l "  whi ch is seen 
by third grade s tude nt s , a s e r i e s  o f  que s t io n s  were 
deve loped by Ms . Mantaha I s aa Haddad . The s e  que s t i on s  
were evaluated by the adv i s er of  Arabic l anguage in I rbid 
s choo l d i s tr i c t  and were found to be very c omp a t ib l e  with 
the language s k i l l s  o f  th ird graders a s  we l l  a s  the i r  age 
group . 
( Trans l ated from Arab ic 
with a s s i s tanc e of 
Pro fe s s or Ali S e l im . ) 
/ s / A l i  Al Omarey 
A l i  Al  Omarey 
Advi sor o f  Arab ic Language 
APPENDI X  C 
SPELL ING AND READ ING TE ST QUE S T I ON S  
1 .  Amman the Capi t a l  o f  Jordan . 
2 .  I love my home l and . 
3 .  The teacher i s  in the school 
4 .  Rabab i s  s i tting in the c l a s s . 
5 .  The c h i l d  i s  c ry ing . 
8 .  Thank God . 
7 .  Our farm produ c e s  c arrots . 
8 .  J e ru s h  i s  an h i s to r i c a l  c i ty . 
9 .  Dama s c u s  i n  the Cap i tal o f  Ummayed . 
1 0 . I s aw an a i rp l ane . 
1 1 . Our hen l a y s  eggs everyday . 
1 2 . Marrakech i s  a Moroccan c i ty . 
1 3 . Al 1 reaps h i s  fie ld . 
1 4 . S a laha i s  a good s tudent . 
1 5 . J e ru s a l em i s  an Arab ic 9 ity . 
1 6 . The fox i s  s ly . 
1 7 . Young peop l e  re spect e lders . 
1 8 . C le an l ine s s  i s  part o f  faith . 
1 9 .  I remembered my l e s son . 
2 0 . I e at an app l e . 
APPEND I X  D 
As s umption� and general ob j e ct ive s o f  the s e r i e s  
inc luded the fo l l owing : 
1 .  Wr i t ing : Teac h i ng correct l e t te r  formation 
and po s i t i o n i ng on the l ine , deve loping the ab i l i ty for 
· · corre c t  spe l l i ng , and teaching the u s e  of b a s i c  
punctuation mark s . 
2 .  Reading : Deve lop i ng the ab i l i ty for 
expre s s ive a l oud reading , train ing the v iewe r s  in the 
ba s ic sub - s ki l l s  of s ilent reading and read i ng 
comprehens ion , e nc ouraging the viewe r s  to deve l op good 
reading hab i t s , inc luding extens ive ( free )  re a d i ng , 
expand i ng the vi ewer s ' knowledge o f  wr itten MSA , 
incre a s ing the v i ewers ' MSA vocabul ary and i d i oms and 
the i r  s eman t i c  and der ivational r e latedne s s  ( " A l  
Manaah i l " 1 9 8 6 , 5 ) . 
Al l ep i s od e s  o f  " Al Manaah i l "  conc entrated on 
recogn i z ing d i a c r i t i c a l  and s hort vowe l s ig n s  and the ir 
contr ibut i on to pronunc i a t i on . The s e  inc l ude : ( 1 )  short 
vowe l ( voc a l i z at ion ) s igns ( fat-Ha , Damma , and Ka s ra ) ; 
( 2 )  d i ac r i t i c s  ( s hadda , s ukuun , hamz atu L-wa s t ) ;  ( 3 )  
munation s igns ( tanw i i n  fat-H , Damm , and K a s r ) ( " Al 
Manaah i l "  1 9 8 6 , 9 ) . 
The f i r s t  epi sode conc entrated on l e t t e r s  b�a '  . 
• 
( W )  1 Taa ' ( C ) , · and thaa ' ( U )  . I t  concentrated on 
• 
correct pronunc i ation o f  the se l e tters and r e c o gn i z i ng 
di f ferent shape s o f  the s ame le tter ( ex .  l e tter b a a  
( W ) 1 reh ab (u'-,.� ) , Y abkey (�) . I t  a l so conc e ntrated . . . .  
· on corr e c t  d i s c r iminati on o f  letter s with ident i c a l  or 
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s imi l ar s hape s · but d i f ferent dotting a s  b a a ' ( � ) ,  taa ' 
. . 
( U ) , and 'thaa ' ( G ) , for examp le Naab ( y\: ) , trkd 
. / . ( �_;) 1 and thmar ( � ) .  
The s econd epi s ode concentrated on l e tter s j aa 
( Z: ) , haa ( Z.. ) 1 and Kha ( l, ) . I t  concentrated on 
correct pronunc i at ion of the s e  letters and r e c o gn i z i ng 
di f ferent s hape s o f  the s ame le tter . I t  a l s o  
concentrated o n  correc t  d i s c r imination o f  l e t t e r s  w i th 
identic�l or s imi l ar shape s but di f ferent dott i ng a s  j aa 
( Z.: ) , haa ( L ) 1 and Kha 
The th i rd epi s ode concentrated on l e t t e r s  d a a l  
. . 
( � ) , dhaa l ( j ) 1 raa ( � ) 1 and z aay ( ./ ) . I t  
conc entrated o n  correct d i s c r iminat ion o f  the s e  le tters 
with iden t i c a l  or s imi lar shape s but with or wi thout 
dott ing . A l s o  i t  conc entrated on corre c t  pronunc i a t ion 
o f  dha a l  ( ...) ) and d i s t ingu i shing i t  from da l l  ( j ) and 
z aay ( � ) . 
The fourth ep i s ode concentrated on l e t t e r s  faa 
. . .  
( U ) 1 qaa ( U )  . I t  conc entrated on corr e c t  
/ 
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pronunc i a ti on o f  the s e  letter s and recogn i z ing shape s o f  
the s e  l e t t e r s  and correct d i sc r imination o f  l e tt e r s  w i th 
ident i c a l  o r  s imil a r  shap e s  but di f ferent dott ing . 
The f i fth epi s ode concentrated o n  l etters s i i n  
, 
( o-- ) and s h i i n  ( �) . I t  concentrat;ed on correc t  
· · pronun c i a tion o f  the s e  le tters and recogn i z ing shape s o f  
the letters and correc t  di s c r imination o f  l e t te r s  with 
identi c a l  �r s imi l ar s hape s but d i f ferent dott ing . 
The s ixth epi s ode conc entrated on l et t e r s  Dhaa ' 
( J; ) , Thaa ' ( .), ) , Daad ( OP ) , and S a  ad ( l.jf ) • I t  
conc entrated o n  correc t  pronunc iat ion o f  Dhaa ( _l; and 
. 
d i s i ti ngu i s h i ng i t  from Daad ( � ) ,  a l s o  c o rr e c t  
pronun c i at i on o f  D a ad ( GP ) and di s t ingu i s hi n g  i t  from 
Dhaa ' ( J; ) ; corre-c t pronunc iation o f  Dhaa ( ..1 ) and 
d i s t ingu i s h i ng it from Thaa ( Jb ) ;  correc t  pronunc i at ion 
of Daad ( \.).P )  and S aad ( uP )  . It conc entrated on correct 
d i s c r iminat i on o f  l etters with ident i c a l  o r  s im i l a r  
shape s bu t di f ferent dott ing . 
The s eventh e p i s ode concentrated on l � tte r s  _)een 
( {, ) and ghee n  ( L ) . I t  concentrated on correct 
pronunc iat ion . A l s o  i t  concentrated on recogn i z ing 
d i f ferent s hape s o f  the s ame letter and on c o r r e c t  
d i s c r iminat ion o f  letters with ident i c a l  or s im i l a r  
shap e s  b u t  d i f ferent dott ing . 
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The e i ghth e p i sode conc entrated on the l e tter haa 
( ..6:> )  • I t  concentr.ated on the corre c t  pronunc i a t ion and 
redogn i z ing di f ferent shape s of the s ame l e tt e r  ( ex :  haa 
( -y-) 1 (� ) 1 ( � ) • It a l s o concentrated on the correct 
pronunc i a t i on of l e tters and symbo l s  with more than one 
. .  
·pronunc iation 1 taa marbuuta ( 1S ) a s  taa ( U ) and h a a ' 
( JJ> ) . 
The
· 
fo l lowing symbo l s  are u s ed in tran s l i terating 
Arabic word s : 
1 .  Con sonant s : 
/ ( hamz a )  0� $ D GP 
b u T j, 
. 
t 0 DH .1 
th 6 ,) t 
. 
j l.; gh t 
H Z, f u 
' 
kh Z, . .  q u 
d � k � 
dh � L J 
r ..1 m \ 
. 
z ..J n u 
s u- h , 
. 
. ..  
s h  � w ( consonanta l )  -' 
s uP y ( consonanta l )  LS 
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2 .  Long vowe l s  and diphthongs 
a a \ 
·- uu _, 
i i  LS 
aw _, ,  
ay U \  
. .  
3 .  S hort vowe l s , etc . 
a ( fat-·Ha ) ( � )  ,/ 
u ( Damma ) ( � )  _j 
i ( ka s r a ) 
( doub l e  l e tter for shadda ) 
t o� -
( � .  
I' 
o ) U.l 
( �.�) � �  ,, - -
,, 
-an , -un , - in ( tanwi in ) 
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